
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL CLERKS ORGANIZATION 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2024 
Noon 

 
Town of Normal 

Eleven Uptown Circle 
Ron Hill Conference Room 

Normal, Illinois 61761 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

President Tarr called the meeting to order at 12:05pm. 

PRESENTATION 
Kyle Cratty, City of Peoria Treasurer / Comptroller provided an overview of the Tax Levy and Tax 
Abatement process. He stated that the Fiscal Year Budget must be approved prior to passing the Tax 
Levy, and that an Ordinance must show the detailed list of Funds. He added that the Public Hearing for 
the Tax Levy and Fiscal Year Budget cannot be conducted on the same evening.  

Mr. Cratty shared that the Budget Appropriation Ordinance must be passed by the end of the first 
quarter of the fiscal year. He added that Employee Compensation is required to be publicly shared six 
days prior to passage. A municipal website posting satisfies this requirement.  

Mr. Cratty reported on the Truth in Taxation Act. Under this Act, official notice is required to be 
published in the local newspaper no more than 14 days or earlier than seven days in advance. He 
encouraged municipalities to publish the Fiscal Year Budget and Tax Levy on their municipality website, 
along with the IL Municipal League’s website, LocalPublicNotices.org. This push would aid the IML to 
get Legislation passed to eliminate the newspaper posting requirement. 

Mr. Cratty conducted a question and answer session with the members present.  

President Tarr recessed the meeting at 12:37pm for a brief break, and reconvened at 1:03pm. 

ROLL CALL 
 

CIMCO Officers Present:  

Stefanie Tarr, President; Angie Huonker, Past President; Nicole Stewart, Vice President;                     
Tana Ward, Secretary; and Wendy Hundley, Treasurer 

President Tarr declared a quorum was present.  
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CIMCO Members Present:  

Mary Barnes (West Peoria), Kelli Bennewitz (Galesburg), Trina Bonds (Peoria), Courtney Coe (Peoria), 
Ericka Gugliotta (Galesburg), Sue McMillan (Pekin), Alexandria Reis (Fairbury), Tierra Schickel (Normal), 
Amanda Stutsman (Bloomington), and Leslie Yocum (Bloomington) 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

A motion was made by Angie Huonker to approve the June 13, 2024 Meeting Minutes as presented, 
seconded by Wendy Hundley. Motion carried by viva voce vote.  

A motion was made by Kelli Bennewitz to approve the February 15, 2024 Meeting Minutes as 
presented, seconded by Nicole Stewart. Motion carried by viva voce vote.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Treasurer Hundley reported that the CIMCO CD had expired in June, and had auto-renewed at the 
same rate.  

A motion was made by Kelli Bennewitz to approve the quarterly Treasurer’s Report for April through 
June, 2024 as presented, seconded by Angie Huonker. Motion carried by viva voce vote. 

A motion was made by Nicole Stewart to approve the quarterly Treasurer’s Report for January through 
March, 2024 as presented, seconded by Leslie Yocum. Motion carried by viva voce vote. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

President Tarr stated that with the IIMC Annual Conference being hosted within our IIMC District in   
St. Louis, CIMCO was requested to consider donating funds towards the hosting committee. Discussion 
ensued regarding what had been suggested during the June 13, 2024 CIMCO meeting. Angie Huonker 
stated that MCI would like for Illinois to donate a total of $10,000.00 from MCI and regional Clerk’s 
organizations to aid with transportation and events. Tierra Schickel stated that MCI was donating 
$5,000.00. Kelli Bennewitz stated that the 2025 Back to Basics Conference would likely bring in larger 
numbers due to being an election year. 

A motion was made by Angie Huonker to approve a $2,500.00 donation to the hosting committee for 
the 2025 IIMC Annual Conference, along with an additional full registration, seconded by Tana Ward.  

A motion to amend was made by Nicole Stewart to increase the total number of full registration 
scholarships to three to remain consistent with our Bylaws, seconded by Amanda Stutsman. 

A motion to amend was made by Kelli Bennewitz to earmark the scholarships to CIMCO members only, 
seconded by Wendy Hundley.  

Treasurer Hundley clarified that the total funds would come out of the Scholarship Fund. Courtney Coe 
clarified the scholarship protocols that had been recently passed from the Bylaws.  
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Angie Huonker restated her motion with the added amendments, to approve a $2,500.00 donation to 
the hosting committee for the 2025 IIMC Annual Conference, along with three total full registration 
scholarships available to CIMCO members only, with funding from the CIMCO Scholarship Fund. The 
amended motion was seconded by Tana Ward, and it carried by viva voce vote. 

President Tarr reported that the Back to Basics Conference is scheduled for June 12-13, 2025 at Holiday 
Inn in Peoria. She also distributed a prior Back to Basics agenda for review (the 2023 B2B Agenda is 
attached for reference). Multiple presentation recommendations were shared.  

 Liquor Licensing / Video Gaming (Tana Ward) 

 NAGARA (Angie Huonker) 

 Mentorship Matching (Wendy Hundley) 

 Notary – State Rep. (Angie Huonker) 

 Emergency Management (Leslie Yocum) 

 Clerk in a Box (Sue McMillian)  

 ICE Box (Amanda Stutsman)  

 Clerks Round Table (Courtney Coe) 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Trina Bonds provided the report on the Ilion Wait Crabel Memorial Scholarship Award for MCI Institute 
& Academy. Three total applications were received, and two of those were ineligible due to the Bylaws 
change that went into effect April 2024. Nicole Stewart was the sole individual who was eligible. Due to 
being a member of the Institute Training Committee, Nicole Stewart’s registration is covered.  

A motion was made by Ericka Gugliotta to suspend the CIMCO Bylaws for the 2025 Ilion Wait Crabel 
Memorial Scholarship Award for MCI Institute & Academy, and to award the registration portion to 
Amanda Stutsman and the hotel portion to Nicole Stewart. The motion was seconded by Angie 
Huonker, and it carried by viva voce vote. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

President Tarr shared the upcoming schedule dates of note. 
 CIMCO Annual Meeting / Officer Election October 3, 2024  Peoria, IL – 5:30 pm 

 MCI Institute & Academy   October 6–11, 2024  Bloomington, IL 

 CIMCO Meeting / Christmas Party  December 11, 2024  Galesburg, IL – Noon 

 MCI Winter Seminar   January 23-24, 2025  Holiday Inn & Suites, Peoria, IL 

 IIMC Annual Conference   May 18-21, 2025  St. Louis, MO 

 CIMCO Back to Basics   June 12-13, 2025  Holiday Inn & Suites, Peoria, IL  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Angie Huonker made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Nicole Stewart. The motion 
carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:06pm. 
 
Tana Ward 
CIMCO Secretary 
MCI District Six Director 
Village Clerk, Thomasboro, IL 
Mayoral Assistant, Rantoul, IL 


